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Upon information and belief, the present application and U.S. Patent No. 7,449,01 1 are 

commonly owned. 

Applicants submit herewith an appropriate Terminal Disclaimer in order to overcome the 
rejection of claims 1, 3, 8-10, and 31 as being unpatentable over claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 
7,449,01 1 on the ground of non-statutory obviousness-type double patenting. 

Claims 2, 4-7, and 11-16 stand rejected on the ground of non-statutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 7,449,01 1 in view of Carlson et al. 
5,827,31 9. 1 

Upon information and belief, the present application and U.S. Patent No. 5,827,319 are 
also commonly owned. 

Applicants submit herewith an appropriate Terminal Disclaimer in order to overcome the 
rejection of claims 2, 4-7, and 11-16 as being unpatentable over U.S Patent No. 7,449,011 in 
view of Carlson et al. 5,827,319 on the ground of non-statutory obviousness-type double 
patenting. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection of claims 1-16, and 31 under 
the ground of non-statutory obviousness-type double patenting should be withdrawn and claims 
1-16, and 31 are now in condition for allowance. 



1 Applicants note that on page 4 of the Office Action mailed May 25, 2010, that claims 2, 4-7, and 11-16 were 
rejected on the ground of non-statutory obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1.3. 
and 8-10 of U.S, Patent No. 7.449.01 1 in view of Carlson et al. 5,827,319. However, Applicants respectfully submit 
that U.S. Patent No. 7,449,011 only contains claims 1-4. Accordingly, Applicants have proceeded under the 
assumption that the rejection was based on claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 7.449»011 in view of Carlson et al. 
5,827,319. 
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Should the Examiner believe that a telephone interview may faciiitate prosecution of this 
application, or resolve any outstanding mattery the Examiner is sincerely incited to contact the 
Applicant's undersigned repreBentative at the number indicated below, 



Carter* BeLuca, Farrell & Schmidt? LIP 
445 Broad Hollow &oad - Suite 420 
Mdviile, Mew York 11747 
Telephone: (631) 501^5700 
Facsimile; (631) 501-3526 

Send correspondence to: 

COY ID TO - Surgical Devices 

Suite 8 Nl 

Legal Department 

555 Long Wharf Drive 

New Haven CT 0651 1 



Respect fully- submitted. 




Francesco S&rdone 

Reg, No; 47,918 

Ai loroey tor Appl icant 
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